ECON 1220B Contemporary Economic Thinking
Mon 12:30-3:15pm  YIA LT7?

Instructor: Vinci Chow (vincichow@cuhk.edu.hk)
Office hours: Tuesday 3-4pm in ELB 1004

Teaching Assistant:  John Poon  (hin_john@cuhk.edu.hk) OH: TBA

Purpose of this Course

This course mainly explores the way contemporary economists analyze current social problems/issues.
Through reading and discussing the current issues and related works of contemporary economists, important
economic theories will be highlighted and major current issues will be exposed. The aim of this course is to
provide students with a preliminary overview of economic theories and applied concepts.

Grading

Book Reports - 40%
Book Presentation - 20%
Midterm Exam - 25%

Class Participation - 15%

Book Reports

There will be four assignments throughout the course. Assignments will be graded on a scale of check-plus-
check-check-minus. You are allowed to work in groups of up to three students each. Each group will only
need to submit one copy of an assignment.

Make up exam
A student who does not show up in an exam will be given a zero for that exam. Except in an emergency, |
do not want to give make-up exams.

Re-grades

If you feel that an error has been made in the grading of the question on an examination you are can submit
the exam in question for a regrade. Regrade requests have to be submitted no more than one week after the
examination in question was returned to you. Please note that the entire exam will be reviewed for accuracy.

Books

Your book presentation will be assigned out of the following books. You will also need to write book
reports for two of them:

e Steven Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner. Freakonomics.

e Richard Thaler and Cass R. Sunstein. Nudge.

e Richard Thaler. Misbehaving.

e Richard Thaler. The Winner’s Curse.

e George Akerlof and Robert Shiller. Animal Spirits.

e Ray Fisman and Edward Miguel. Economic Gangsters.

e Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson. Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity and

Poverty.
e Thomas Piketty. Capital in the Twenty-First Century.
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https://www.amazon.com/Freakonomics-Rev-Ed-Economist-Everything-ebook/dp/B000MAH66Y/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1515418026&sr=8-2&keywords=freakonomics
https://www.amazon.com/Nudge-Improving-Decisions-Health-Happiness-ebook/dp/B00A5DCALY/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1515418355&sr=1-1&keywords=Nudge
https://www.amazon.com/Misbehaving-Behavioral-Economics-Richard-Thaler-ebook/dp/B00NUB4GFQ/ref=pd_sim_351_1?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=S1Q47EJ0AB62J1YXGTBM
https://www.amazon.com/Winners-Curse-Paradoxes-Anomalies-Economic-ebook/dp/B007QUY3GO/ref=sr_1_2?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1515418565&sr=1-2&keywords=the+winner+curse
https://www.amazon.com/Animal-Spirits-Psychology-Economy-Capitalism-ebook/dp/B0037YLBMM/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1515418405&sr=1-1&keywords=animal+spirits
https://www.amazon.com/Economic-Gangsters-Corruption-Violence-Poverty-ebook/dp/B003NX6KOG/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1515418606&sr=1-1&keywords=economic+gangsters
https://www.amazon.com/Why-Nations-Fail-Origins-Prosperity-ebook/dp/B0058Z4NR8/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1515418482&sr=8-1&keywords=why+nations+fail
https://www.amazon.com/Why-Nations-Fail-Origins-Prosperity-ebook/dp/B0058Z4NR8/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1515418482&sr=8-1&keywords=why+nations+fail
https://www.amazon.com/Capital-Twenty-First-Century-Thomas-Piketty-ebook/dp/B074DVRW88/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1515418671&sr=1-1&keywords=capital+in+the+21st+century

Students with Disability

If you have a disability that requires special testing accommodations or other classroom modifications,
please notify me by no later than the second week of class. We will do our best to accommodate you in any
way.

Tentative Class Schedule

Week Date Activities

1 8-Jan Introduction

2 15-Jan Lecture

3 22-Jan Lecture

4 29-Jan Lecture

5 5-Feb Lecture

6 12-Feb Lecture

7 19-Feb Holiday

8 26-Feb Individual presentation

9 5-Mar Individual presentation
10 12-Mar Individual presentation
11 19-Mar Individual presentation
12 26-Mar Individual presentation
13 2-Apr Holiday, reading week
14 9-Apr Individual presentation
15 16-Apr Midterm

Academic Honesty

The University has a zero-tolerance policy on cheating and plagiarism. Violations can lead to disciplinary
actions including the termination of studies at the University. Please refer to the University’s online guide on
academic honesty for further information: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/
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